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Eprtor’s NoTE

PusLicarions OFFICER
Liv GROVER JOHNSON

I've only just stepped into the role of Publications officer, and have actually never
done anything like this before. It’s a very new thing for me. So as you might imag-
ine, this, my first Mountaineer, has been quite a big project, and has had a very
steep learning curve. I've had to figure out what program to use, how to use it, and
above all, collect articles and photographs from as many club members as possible.
You may then ask how I fell into this position; I've been an MUMC member for
almost four years, and on the committee as a general member for two of them, but
still felt like I hadn’t started to give back to the club what it has given to me. I have,
in fact, been collecting articles and stories since the beginning of this year. 'm not
even really sure why I did that, but it meant that I already had half the material
that I needed when I started this job in earnest.

When I started out, I asked the committee team what they thought the Mountain-
eer was really meant for: Year book? Historical Record? Advertising to new mem-
bers? Advertising to Melbourne Uni Sport? A celebration of our trips, endeavours
and daring over the months passed? It would have to be some combination of all
of these things, but above all, I think it has to be inspiring.

I want our publication to inspire Oxos to dare to go on bigger and bolder adven-
tures — to go further, deeper into the wilderness, to uncover new routes, to chal-
lenge themselves. Many of the submissions to this edition tell stories about bigger
adventures, and I hope they’ll lead you to dream of more.

4 * THE MOUNTAINEER
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PRESIDENT'S M ESSAGE

OUTGOING PRESIDENT
James CRISTOFARO

INCOMING PRESIDENT
RicHARD BASSETT-SMITH

When first I joined MUMC I had a simple goal: I wanted to find a group of peo-
ple to regularly go hiking with me. As it is with many decisions, I was unaware of
the impact this action would have on the rest of my life. In that first year, I made
many new friends and went on thrilling hikes to remote stretches of Victoria and
Tasmania. I had achieved the simple goal I was striving for, but I now yearned for
something more. Adventure.

I would not have described myself as an adventurous person, yet nonetheless I was
craving it. I found myself daydreaming of adventures in the duller moments of
university lectures. Over the next year I went on my first kayaking and canyoning
trips; more importantly I was coaxed into leading my first hiking trip with the club
too. I was just searching for adventure, yet I also saw in myself moments undiscov-
ered reserves of self-confidence and leadership during adversity - on some of the
more fearsome trips, even glimpses of daring. Yet again, these are traits I would
not have normally attribute to myself, but they were unarguably present.

Fast forward to the present day: I'm reflecting on a year of presidency and adven-
ture within MUMC. Once again, I have found I've discovered personal skills and
overcome challenges I never thought I was capable of. Something important has
changed though: this time I am not surprised. This realisation is not unique and,
like many in of the older members in MUMC, I now understand that these expe-
riences and life changing moments are what make our club so special.

70 years of club history - but history is made of the stories we share with
those who succeed us. When members part ways, so too do their tales of ad-
venture. It is these stories that last in our memories which define MUMC.

What of the names on the plaques at the Mt. Feathertop Memorial Hut? Those are
the names of members who were once active in their time with the club, but what
are their stories? They were once members like you and I, despite their time being
cut short. How many current members know of Eng Wu, Ong’s (a.k.a. “Egg”)
story, now four years passed?

Therefore, I ask of you, as a past or present OXO, to share with us one of your untold
stories for The Mountaineer - look back on past adventures and inspire others for the
next. You cannot just be a name on a plaque, here today, then gone and forgotten.
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OFFICER REPORTS

MOUNTAINEERING

GaEeTAN Riou

SKIING

Ryan Jupp

RopPrEs

ToMm DORRINGTON

What an exciting year for Mountain-
eering! Three MUMC summer alpine
courses in New Zealand saw a stagger-
ing twelve members hit the icy peaks.
Each course was a big success, with
most participants getting straight back
on the slopes to consolidate their skills
after their courses ended. Huge thanks
must go to Dale Thistlethwaite and
Richard Bassett-Smith, whose contri-
butions to the pre-alpine skills week-
end run by Stuart Hollaway and myself
were much appreciated by all.

The coming NZ climbing season is
looking just as strong as the last, with
two more courses running. This sum-
mer will also see the first MUMC
mountaineering camp! Kelman Hut
on the Tasman Glacier may as well fly
an OXO flag as nearly twenty MUMC
mountaineers will pile in to spend
some time consolidating and growing

their skills.

With the resurgence of interest in
Mountaineering, 1 have furthered
Dale’s efforts to renew ageing gear. The
club now has a few brand new Kkits,
with the coming year hopefully deliv-
ering more.

MUMC Mountaineering is looking
strong! I hope it continues that way for
years to come.

The 2014 ski season has been fantas-

tic. The snow has been consistently
good, despite a late start, opening up
many of the less reliable destinations
for trips. At least one ski trip has been
run every weekend since mid-July. Be-
ginner trips to Lake Mountain and The
Bogong High Plains have seen plenty
more members out on skis, and camp-
ing in the snow, than in recent years.
Advanced trips have also been run, in-
cluding an epic day traverse of Mount
Buller's West Ridge and Mount Stir-
ling, and a three day tour from Bogong
Village over the Fainters and descend-
ing via Mount McKay.

Due to the popularity of snow trips this
year, there have been some issues sup-
plying members with the club’s most
modern equipment. A successful ski
maintenance and waxing evening was
well attended and ensured the upkeep
of existing skis, but work is needed to
build a stronger inventory that can bet-
ter support great snow seasons in the
future. As for the new ski store itself,
outfitting is mostly complete with only
a few modifications left to make before
the next ski season.

The construction of our own boulder-
ing wall has been a massive boon for the
climbing sports! Huge thanks to Rich-
ard Bassett-Smith who spent a large
part of his summer constructing it. Per-
haps due to the new facilities, there has
been heightened interest in climbing
this year. Many beginner climbing trips
have run and on one particular week-
end more than forty members were out
climbing on club trips!

Another round of thanks to Aaron
Lowndes for again running his Learn-
to-Lead series of trips, teaching climb-
ers to lead trad over the course of four
weekends. All other experienced climb-
ers who have been running trips also
deserve recognition.

Competition climbing has seen strong
results from MUMC this year, with
success in both the State and Nation-
al titles. Notable performances came
from Julian Goad and Gaetan Riou, for
winning the open B state title and fin-
ishing third in the open B national title
respectively.

Back in the club rooms, the gear store
has seen much of its older gear being
replaced. Now there’s no excuse! Grab
Mum’s car, borrow some shiny-new
gear and get out there climbing!
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OFFICER REPORTS

WALKING

DanieL COCKER

CONSERVATION

KRrissie P1skorz

PapDLING

MITCHELL STEPHEN

The year kicked off with a successful In-
tro Trip which saw plenty of beginners
getting their first taste of MUMC. Trips
numbers and participation remained
strong through the beginning of semes-
ter one, but faded prematurely due to
the small number of leaders support-
ing the sport, before the snow stole the
show for the rest of winter. Thanks to
Dale and Claire Hembrow for running
so many popular day walks throughout
the year.

MUMCs ‘“Tent City’, held at the end of
last year, provided a long-overdue op-
portunity to audit the club’s tents, re-
sulting in a handful of repairs and many
retirements. Updates to first aid kits
and sleeping bags round out a success-
ful year in the gear store; thanks go to
Dani Curnow-Andreasen, Sytske Hil-
lenius and Loren Leong for their help
with the week-to-week running of the
store. Rodney Polkinghorne’s organisa-
tion of Rogaining saw a team of OXOs
at each event.

Midnight ascent finished off the year
in style as members both new and old
trooped up the North West Spur. Ku-
dos to Mitch Stephen for pioneering
the clubs first mixed kayaking and
snow trip!

3 -'t'-
i -

Having conservation as one of the of-
ficial club activities is one of the things
that set MUMC apart from other uni
outdoor clubs. Over the past year,
OXOs have continued to make a con-
tribution to protecting and restoring
natural environment, and I'm proud
to have been part of this effort. Ray
Thomas of Regent Honeyeater Project
visited the clubrooms and gave a talk

about Lurg Hills fauna and ecology —
definitely a highlight!

We've helped restore native vegetation
in Victoria’s west as part of Project
Hindmarsh, in the Lurg Hills with the
Regent Honeyeater Project, and in the
Otways with the Conservation Ecolo-
gy Centre. These trips are renown for
their great atmosphere; laughs, bush
dancing, ‘tales from the wild’ swapped
between members of various outdoors
clubs.

Other activities includ: Willow Hunt
on the Bogong High Plains, grass tree
and wildlife monitoring with the Vic-
torian National Parks Association,
lyrebird surveys, nest box monitoring
in the Lurg Hills, and SPRATS which
combines work to eradicate sea spurge
in the Tasmanian wilderness with a
unique opportunity for remote, off-

track hiking.

Paddling leaders have unfortunate-
ly been scarce this year, resulting in a
smaller number of trips running than
normal. Every trip that did run howev-
er was exceedingly well attended, with
demand far outstripping supply! Now
would be a great time for some new
leaders to hit the scene and really get
people involved!

Despite the small number of trips, a lot
of exciting work has been going on be-
hind the scenes of paddling at MUMC.
The new boat shed is well on the way to
being completely kitted out, and much
of the club’s old and antiquated equip-
ment — boats, paddles, life jackets, hel-
mets and spray decks — is in the process
of being retired and replaced. Expect a
wave of new safety gear and a consoli-
dation of the kayak fleet over the next
couple of years!

Also on the horizon is the potential to
access $10,000 to $15,000 of funding
raised through student service and ame-
nities fees for the purchase of a fleet of
rafts! This would be an exciting oppor-
tunity to open up paddling sports to
many more members, especially begin-
ners. Stay tuned!
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